Intimacy issues: sexuality, fertility, and relationships.
To provide a review of the intimacy issues, (sexuality, fertility, and interpersonal relationships) that have an impact on the lives of cancer survivors. Published articles, research studies, and textbook chapters. The experience of living with cancer impacts the survivors interpersonal relationships, sexuality, and fertility. As cancer treatments become more effective in prolonging life, options that preserve sexual function and fertility will be more prevalent. It is the responsibility of the oncology health care professional to become educated about options that preserve sexual function and fertility and inform patients before treatment decisions are made.